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Investigations of executive functions in autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) have primarily used neuropsychological paradigms.
Recently, the Test of Everyday Attention for Children (TEA-Ch) was proposed as a complementary tool for studying executive
functions in children with ASD. In the TEA-Ch, children are required to detect and respond to visual stimuli on a computer
screen. In this study, we examined the performance of autistic and typically developing children in the TEA-Ch. We measured
the number of errors and reaction time in relation to the child's ability to detect and respond to visual stimuli. The performance
of autistic children was compared with that of typically developing children and with the performance of children with learning
disabilities (LD). As expected, typically developing children performed better than children with ASDs and children with LD.
Contrary to our prediction, ASD children exhibited fewer and faster reaction times than typically developing children. The
children in the present study exhibited weak connectivity between the components of the cognitive control system, suggesting
that the lack of differentiation between networks in neuropsychological tasks might represent a deficit in the fundamental
neurocognitive control processes. The TEA-Ch appears to be a potential tool to investigate the causes of weak connectivity
between cognitive control processes and to investigate the executive function changes in ASD.Log in User Name Password
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